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** Fear not; for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all People.” 
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A DISCOURSE 


PON THE DURATION OF FUTURE PUNISHMENT. 
BY REV.H. RUFFNER. «.m.&c. 
(Continued from page 197.) 

In like manner the prophet Daniel, speak- 
ing of the resurrection, says that they who 
have done good shall awake to everlasting 
life, and they who have done evil to ever- 
lasting contempt: Dan. 12. 2. Both in 
the origipal Hebrew and the Greek of the 
Septuagint, the same word is used to ex- 
press the duration of the life of the right- 
eous, and of the disgrace of the wicked. 
The apostles often quote from the Old 


Testament according to the Greeks of the | 


Septuagint instead of the Hebrew, and the 
word in the Septuagint is the same as in 
ourtext. ‘To shew, (if it be not superflu- 
ous) the force of this mode of speaking ; 
suppose our Saviour in teaching the doc- 
trine of a future state, had first said the 
wicked should be sentenced to a temporary 


n = 
fire ; and then had concluded by aflirming | 








heaven, God, and all endless things, in the 
same or similar terms. 

Paul says that the wicked at the day of 
judgment shall be punished with everlasting 
destruction from the presence of the Lord 
and the glory of his power.* Here is still 
the same word in Greek. Our Saviour says 
“ It is better for these to enter into life halt 
and maimed, rather than having two hands 
or feet to be cast into everlasting fire: sce 
Mat. 18. 8. Ia Mark we have the same 
sentiment but a diflerent word : “It is bet- 
ter for thee to go into life maimed, than 
having two hands to go into hell, into the 
fire that never shall be quenched ; where 
their worm dieth not and their fire is not 
quenched :” Mark 9. 43, 44. The fire 
which in Matthew is [aionios] everlasting, 
is a fire that never shall be quenched : and 
still deepening the impression, our Saviour 
adds, that there the wicked are the prey of 
a never-dying worm, and of fire not 
quenched. Here then is an inspired defi- 
nition of everlasting purishment. Does it 
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that these should go away into temporary restrain the word everlasting to a limited 
punishment but the righteous to temporary sense, or not ? ” other places that fire is 
life. Would you have understood from this | called unqueuchable fire. If its guilty vic- 
language, that the one was temporary and | tims should ever rise to heaven, or sink in- 
the other eternal? Or suppose he had said ; to utter annihilation, how should it be evers 
that the wicked should go into punishment | lasting, unquenched, unquenchable, never 
for an uncertain space of time, but the | to be quennhed fire, with a worm that dies. 
righteous into life for an uncertain space of ; not? Ifthe fuel of the fire, and the food 
time. Would he have conveyed to you the | of the worms, be ever consumed, the fire 
idea, that the life was certainly eternal, but | is extinguished, and the worm dies, all 
that the punishment was certainly to end ? As ainnios signifies eternal, so atom. its 
No, you would spurn such absurdity, that substantive signifies forever or eternity, in 
the word is everlasting, instead of tem- its original and proper sense. But some- 
porary or indefinite ? Common sense} times it signifies an age, dispensation, or: 
teaches us that when the same thing ts af- ; state of being, How then can we know its 
firmed at once of the duration of future | exact meaning In a particular place ? ; By 
lifeand future punishment, it is denied that | this plain rule ; when it relates to things 
they differ in duration, whether it be tem- belouging only to 4 hd world, it ne- 
porary, uncertaio or everlasting. cessarily bears a limite sense : when to 
But still if other texts upon the same sub- | things beyond the worid, it signifies an ab- 
ject declared a difference between the dura- 
tion of future rewards and punishments, we 
should have to reconcile them as well as 
we could. But the inspired language is 
uniform; always without exception, ex- 
pressing the continuance of punishment, 


rule, things seen are temporal, thingsne 
seen, (Viz. those of a future state are’ 
nal. To give a clearer idea of th 
[ beg your‘attention to this @ 
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as divided into ages, or distant periods and j ing that itis properly applied to designate 


states of existence ; 
some eternal. Before the creation of the 
world, there was an eternity or infinite age. | 


From the creation to the end of the wortd ' 


and day of judgment, are several temporal | 
azcs or dispensations of religion ; after judg | 
ment there is to be another infinite or end- 
jess age. Butsince death divide the whole 
existence of man into two very dillerent 
states and aves, a temporal and an eternal 

and since bis temporal age is coanecied 
with this visible worid, so gion ts soinetimes | 
used to express this distinction ; the pre- 
sat age, is a scripiural expression for the 
present life and world ; the age to com: 
for the eternal world, in which man has an 
endless age. ‘Tlis view of the ages, tem- | 
poral and eteral, will make the Scripture 
language upon the subject, plain and con- | 
sistent ; 2ny o'her view will make it unac- | 
countably perplexed and utterly irrecon- | 
cilable. 

[ shall now give you some examples of| 
this word, premising however that it isem 
ployed in scveral forms and phrases : some- | 
times singly; ‘“ The word of the Lord 
abiceih or standeth good (ets ton aiona) to 
the age. that is to eternity.” Christ | 
continneth fers ion a@iona) to the eternal 
ave.” ‘ He that doeth the will of God 
abideth [eis ton aiona} to the age of eterni- | 
tv.” Christ promises bis peopie (zeona | 
uionies) eternal life, and immediately adds | 
that they shall not perish (cis fon acon) to 
One example more 


| 

ihe awe ; to ciernity. | 
of this phrase. ‘ For the wicked is re- | 
erved the blackness of darkness (cts m4, 
wiona) to the age,” namely the same eter- | 
nal age, during which the rmghieous shall | 
dio! perish. : : 
Sometimes the ages in the plural is used | 
for eternity : ‘ Christ shall reign over his! 
people, eis tous aionias, to the ages 3,and of | 
his kingdom there shall be no end. To 
strengthen the expression, the word is fre- 
quently doubled and eomponnded witb 
itself: For example,* Thy throne, O God, ' 
is cis ton aiona ton aiouss to the age of the | 
age. But to express eternity in the very | 
strongest manner, this compound phrase is | 
used in the plural number: ‘40 God be | 
glory to the ages of ages,’ ne this pbrase 


le ages of all futurity. ~ 
a =6—r REMARKS. 


therefore has defined the word 
ge use he has made of it ; show- 





some temporal and | 


} 
} 


| tament.’ 


the nature of a thing, and not the duration 
ofthe thing. Mr. R. to avoid the difficulty 
arising from the objection, that the word 
aionion * is frequently applied to temporak 
things, finds-it necessary to point out the 
use of this word aionon, in the New Tes- 
> He considers the word applica- 
ble to the fire that destroyed Sodom, &c, 
recause Sodom will never recover from its 
eflecis, "Phe prophet Ezekiel, 16th chap. 
informs us that Sodom will recover, 

Mr. RK. introduces several passages where 
ihe avljective occurs, to prove that the word 
* properly signihes endless duration.” Ad- 


(mit this, and ut follows that the word is im- 
properly used when itis applied to desig- 


We ask, Does the 


nate a dimtted duration. 


| word onion, when applied to God, siguify 


a duration as endless as God’s existence, 
without beginning and without end? If 
you answer in the affirmative, you must 
then adinit that this word, thus applied, 
signifies a duration different from any du- 
ration when it is applied to man, the pun- 
ishment of man, or any thing relative to 
man; because man and liis pusishment had 


'a beginning. Now, sir, is it the “ proper 


signification of the word,” abstractly con- 


sidered, or is it the application of it, that 


defines its meaning £ You mu8t reply, It 
is the application of the word. If Grd’s 
existence is endless, this word will not 
shorten it. If the punishment of sinners ig: 
limited, this word will not extend the dura- 
tion of the punishment, But if the word 
properly signifies an endless duration, with- 
out any reference to its application, then ig 
can never be used correctly, unless it be 
applied to the Deity. Sir, you must ad- 
mit this conclusion. ‘Therefore, according 
to your hypothesis, the Scriptures deal in 
hyperbole beyond even the writings of Mun- 
chausen. Sir, we read not of a single 
eternity, or endless duration coming to an 
eud, but of eternities ending!!! More 
than this—we read of durations extending 
to a number of eternities!!'! We fearlessly 
assert, that, according to Mr: R.’s hypothe- 
sis no book can be found so crowded with 
extravagant absurdities and falsehoods, as 
the, Bible. You, sir, make Paul say, Col. 
i. 26, “ The mystery which hath been hid 
from eternities, [through endless durations, } 
and from generations, but is now made 
manifest to his saints.” 

Mr. R. says, “* I will quote a text, which 
determines the proper sense of this word 


‘as decisively, as if it had beca formed for 
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no other purpose, It is 2 Cor. iv. 17, 18.” 
Sir, we must be permitted to read this pas- 
sage correctly. 
light affliction worketh for us an excessive- 
ly exceeding aionion weight of glory,” &c. 
Sir, say eternal, and explain to us, how 


Mr. R.’s 
failed. Mr. R. with mach apparent candor 
rostructs the reader relative to other words 


tions. Sir, we must spéak too, Paul says 
Heb. vii. 16, of Christ, that he is * made 
after the power of an endless life, &e,”’ 


Mr. R. alluding to his quotation, says, 


incontrovertible rule, that when this word 


&c. 
mionios properly signifies an endless dura 
tion, but because you believe the things in 
the invisible future world are endless in 
duration.” Here, sir, is a complete renun- 
ciation of your former ground! Sir, please 
fo remember, you wust first prove that 





finition of the greek adjective can benefit 
your hypothesis. Alas! for the man, what 


the punishment ts in the present visible 
world. We have now even your admission, 
that the word aionios must refer to the 
things of the fulure invisible world, to sig- 
nify endless duration. 


Reader, the baitle is over. Our appo- 
nent is dead from a wound received from 
his own weapon, Peace to his manes ! 


But, a word'to his memory, 


Mr. R. decided that God’s word only 
can inform us how long he determined to 
make punishment. ‘True, sir; and we 
read, ‘“ God will not contend forever,” 
Again: ‘ Who is a God like unto thee, 
that pardoneth iniquity, and passeth by the 
transgression of the remnant of his herit- 
age ?.- Heretaineth not his anger for ever, 
(Why ?) because he delighteth in mercy. 
He will turn again, he will have compassion 
upon us; he will snbdue our iniquities ; 
i. and thou wilt cast ali their sins in the depths 
| of the sea.” Micah vii. 18, 19. 


Mr. R. asks, “Is there-any thing in the 
Passage connected with our text, which 
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GOSPEL INQUIRER. 
Thus—* For our present | 


eternity can be “ excessively exceeded ?” | 
exertions, therefore, have wholly | 


used by the New Testament writers. His | 
no'e in the margin is to qualify his excep- 


9} 


* On this passage I ground an obvious aud | 
aiomos relates to things ia the invisible fu- | 


ture world, it signifies endless duration,” | 
Sir, you doihis, not because the word | 


: snag A sep adds, ‘* for so the Saviour declared re- 
sinners are punished in “ the invisible fu- | " 


ture world,” before even your qualified de- | 


ean he do now! Sir, we have proved that 


could lead us toa different construction 2” 
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| Sir, read the whole Bible, it is all connect- 

ed with your text. Pray, are * the wicked 
i left in the eternal fire, in the quotation 
|from Micah ? Mr. R. covtinues—* the 
| context does more than leave the enemies 
' of God to their ddom, it fixes them there 
as long as heaven tiself endures.” Sir, 
God speaks— I w:// not contend for ever, 
neituer will [ be aiways wrath: for the spi- 


rit should fail before me, and the souls | 
have made. For the iniquity of his covet- 

ousness was I wrath. and smote him ; Lhid i 
me. and was wrath, and be went on frow- | 


| ardlyin the way of his heart. 1 have seen 
i his ‘ways, and will heal him; I will lead 
|him also, and restore comforts unto him 
and to his mourners.’ Isa Ivii. LG—18. 

| Although Mr. R.’s hypothesis is destroy- 
! 





ed by the teslimony we have adduced, we . 
Shall proceed and examine his conclusions, 

Mr. R. says, by the word everlasting he 

certainly designed to teach us the duration 
of their puuishment.” Mr. R. then con- | 
siders, that a ‘teachable inquirer” would: 
understand the Saviour to mean and say, 
* That the punishment would be everlas- 
ling, or, what is the same—endless.” He 


|peatedly and emphatically.” (Mr. R. 
gives only his word for this.) .We ask, 
sir,can it be possible that Christ contra- 
dicted the testimony of ** all God’s holy 
prophets!” They testified of * the resti- 
tution of all things :” Acts iii. 21. Even ' 
of Jerusalem, more abominable than Sod- 

(om. Certainly Christ could not contradict 

all God’s prophets, and he must have done 
this, if he declared the punishment of Je- 
‘rusalem to be endless; for the prophets all 
testify of the restoration of Jeruzalem, 

Sir, what did Christ design to teach by . 
|the word aionion, rendered everlas‘ing ? 
The duration of their punishment, think 
ye? How does Christ use the same word 
in John xvii. 3. *¢ This is the life aionion,” : 
(everlasting, this, what ?) “that they might 
know thee, the only true God, and Jesus 
Christ whom thou hast sent.” Does Christ 
mean that knowledge is endless duration, 
or that knowledge is Life? Does Christ 
by the word aionion, in this passage; de~ * 
sign to teach us the durativ» of the life, 

or the nature of the life? Weread, “ la 
his [God’s] favor is life?” T ist 
know God, know that he is fay orable: 
he is a God that pardoneth imi 1 ty sf 
fore, this knowledge is to then t 
‘incorreptibility and immorta 
‘At is the life of the age. I ¥ 
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image, incorruptible and immortal, this 
knowledge, which is in part, will be done 
taway ; for then, that which is mortal will 
come immortal, &c.. [See 1 Cor. xiii. 
8-——-13-] Man will then see : now he be- 
lieves : now he hopes; then he will pos- 
sess. 
which can be measured. Its substantive 
is perfectly synonymous with the English 
word age. Make a sew word, and derive 
it from the word age: say, agion. We 
fearlessly answer, it will mean precisely as 
the Greek word atonion. But why makea 
uew word? We answer: ‘There is no 
word inthe English language which aa- 


swers to the greek word wirnion. We 


have a word synonymous with the substan- 
tive aon, why not have an adjective synon- 


The word aionion relates to that | 
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when man shall have risen in the heayenly 
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write himself, has requested me to write the 
following letter to you, which I have pen- 
ned verbatum from his own lips. 

A. Wueeser, Jun. 


Cavendish, Muy 7, 1824. 

Dear Broruer, 
These are to inform you 
situation of my body and mid ! 


of the present 


lag 
lidv 


/not enjoyed a well day since I saw you in 





ymous with the greek adjective aionion ? | 


The English language is imperfect with- 
outit. With it, it is more perfect. What 
does agion life mean ? Aus. Thie life 
peculiar to the life spoken of. What does 
agion punishment mean? Ans, The pun- 
ishment peculiar to the age spoken of. 
That is, the life and the punishment of the 
age spoken of. The life of the age, is the 


} 
| 
' 
| 


| 


| 


’ 


life which proceeds from a knowledge of | 


' God, &c. The death of the age proceeds 


from ignorance of God. The age spoken 
of, is one peculiar and different from others, 
as regards the punishment. For the pun- 
ishment of Jernsalem was such “ as was 
not from the beginning of the world to that 
time, no, nor ever shall be :” consequently 
the punishment of any other age, although 
the word a:omon, or agion, may denote the 
quality or nature of the punishment, the 


age must be considered as defining the | 


| 
| 
{ 
| 
' 


' 





quality or nature of the punishment alto- | 


gether. Now the agiun life will always 
depend upon knowledge. If the know- 
ledge is the same to believers in every age. 
the agion or aionion life will be the same. 
But the aionion punishment cannot always 
be the same in every age, ‘emgalem sufier- 
ed a punishment greater than any other 
people. Cosnequentiy, all posterior pun- 
ishment, although it must be called agion 
or aionion punishment, (if there is such 
punishment,) must be less afilictive in its 


nature.—[To be continued. } 





er, : From the Universalist Magazine, 
5 CORRESPONDENCE. 


isBA Baxrov, 
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gndish, Vi. not being able to 
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‘Grand Father, Salmon Dutton, ' 


Se 





Mr. Bowen’s office, about the 25th of Sept. 
1622, which was caused by my taking a 
bad cold the day afier Convention, on my 
way to Boston. J have experienced but 
little pain during mf sickness, and my 
mind has been very calm and clear, and 
my judgment end memory remain unim- 
paired. By a long and happy experience 
1 find the sentiment ] embraced more than 
forty years ago, which wasin the meridian 
of my life, [being now in my SIst year] to 
be a good sentiment to live by, 4s it isa 
faith which works by love and purifies the 


heart, and causes the subject to put his trust 


in God. Which sentiment | obtained by a 
persevering and prayerful search of the 
Scriptures ; which I was induced to, by 
the different and contradictory systems 
that were taught in the world. It was my 
heart’s desire and prayer to God that the 


| truth might be made clear to my under- 


standing. This was all previous to my 
having any human aid. 1 think that the 
writings of Shippe Townsend of Boston, 
and a book written by James Relly, were 
among the first on the subject which I read 


and which proved very instructive to my — 


mind. I think it was not many years after 
when I formed an acquaintance with your- 
self—and in a short time our acquaintance 
become very intimate, and from your 
preaching and private conversation, I have 
received much instruction and edification. 
I am constrained to make mention of - this 
from sincere and humble gratitude to God 
for so great favors bestowed on me through 
your instrumentality. I find it is not only 
a good principle to live by, but also, to die 
by, as it has been a great source of.comfort 
in my old age, and bed of sickness—~My 
meditations have been sweet and comforta- 
ble, free from any fearful apprehensions of 
an hereafter. 

I view myself now, vegy near my end, 
and if I could receive a consolatory letter 
from you before I depart, informing me of 
your health and enjoyment, and such other 
matter as you may thiak’proper, if, would 
be very gratefilly receiveds 
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| wrought in advancing our precious faith, 
"and we have reason to rejoice with suitable 
triumph ih the name of Him to whom cve- 
ty knee shall bow, and whom every tongue 
Shall confess to be Lord, to the glory of 
“God the Father. , 


‘+ —--—- 


tf it” eal 1 be cons! sider wi that the ab | 
stance of this letter should be worthy a | 
place in your Magazine, it ismy desire that | 
it may be inserted soon, or in the fifth vol- 
ume of the same. 

This letter being written verbatum from | 
my own words, 1 wish to have it read in 
the same way and manner. as tho ugh L had 
written it myself. Andso I remain your | 
sincere and loving Brother. 


SALMON DUTTON. 


REPLY. 
Boston, May 11, 1824 

Venerable Sir and Dear Brother, 

! return yeu my sincere thanks for your 
fayor of the 7th inst. Although it gives me | 
io understand that there is no probability 
of my ever having the satisfaction of seeing 
in this transitory world, yet it 


ee 


you again 
presents me with your dying testimony 1 
honor ¢! ssed faih, which you us 


since soughl 214 d found and which you have 
ever esteemed as 3 most precious treasure. | 
The opposers of this faith have often 
sald, that ii would do to live by, but that 
it would fail of giving consolation in death | 
You, dear brother, are enabled to assure | 
your friends and the world, that the doc- | 
trine which embraces the whole human 
family, as heirs of immortality and eterval 
life, which are brought to light through the 
vospel, has been a constant source of com- | 
fort in life, and is now at its close the staff 
on which you recline in peace. As you | 
have been enabled to defend the truth by | 
your life and conversation in the world, and | 
also by several valuable publications, so it 
seems to be the will of God, that you should 
add your dying testimony to all your past 
efforts to defend and support the trath. 
Thanks be to God for bis goodness. 
Brother Dutton, should this reach you 
while living, be assured that I feel desirous 
of presenting you with my dying testimo- 
ny in accordance and in unison with your 
own ; for though I may have years yet to 
live in this world, yet this communication 
is no doubt-my last to you ; and, in a sense 
is the same as if it were my last to the 
world. We have ‘travelled in mind in 
great harmony ; we have seen wonders 








My health, oi much reduced in 
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held the blessed Saviour ; 





; you ever saw, 
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consequence ofa greeter pressure of hisit. 
ness, and more incessant labor,after I came 
| to this city, Sibban evev a good natural cone 
stitution was able to usta: without damage 
has been, on the whole, improving for more 
than two years, and is now better than it 
has been fer several! years past. I have 
likewise the satisfaction of witnessing a tru- 
ly wonderful increase of rational and libes 
ra! principles. Even Orthodoxy itself be- 
gins to borrow some features from liberal 
sentiments, pot only to hide some of her 
native defects, but that she may attract at- 
tentiondy charms which are not ber own. 
You, my venerable father in Israel, cany 


' with 'the fullest conlidence, say, as did Sim- 


withered arms he 
‘ Now lettest 
thou thy servant depart in peace, according 
to thy wenil’®: for mine eycs have seen thy 
salvation, which thou hast prepar: ‘d before 
the face of all people ; a licht to lichten 
the Gentiles, and the glory of thy people 


eon of old, when in his 


Israel.” So may it please God, that your 
last moments may be as travail as the 
unrufiled lake, when the soft beams of the 
setting sun are reflecte -d from its bosom, avd 


leave a a proinizse of a glorious | rnigg to 
| come. Yours affectionately. 
HOSEA BALLOU. 
ANECDOTE. 
A few years ago, a person residiug ia the 


north part of this state, had a wife who was 
a zealous methodist. Going to church ow 
a sabbath, when there was to be a love 
feast. or an inquiring meeting, he observed 
to his wife that she should not remain in 
this rueeting, unless he was also permitted 
to stay. She informed him, he could cer- 
tainly have the privilege of remaining in 
the meeting,if he would consent to be in- 
quired of, concerning the state of higmind 
and feelings. This he said he was willing 
to do. He consequently remained after 
the audience had generally withdrawn. 
The preacher of preachers cOmmenced the 
ingtiry as to the state of the mind and 
feelings of those, who continued in the 
meeting at length, came to this man ana 
inquired how he felt. He answered, I feel 
very joyful, and am the happiest creature 
Indeed, sir, said the inquis- 
itor, and how long have you been so hay 
py’ ‘Three or four hours, was the 
Well, sir, and will you tell me the e 
your happiness and joy? I will, ~s 
morning as 1 was coming to me 
my wife, I found a piece of Ps Peps 
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road which I picked up, and discovered it} The Kinz, much amused wih the ep stle, 
to be a leaf of a book called the bible, on | 


this leaf I found the following declaration : 


‘* Forasmuch then as the children are par- | 
takers of flesh and blood, he also himsel | 
likewise took part of the same; that thro’ | Schmidt, that I shall no longer trust to the 
death he might destroy him that hath the | 
power of death that is the devil ; and de-. 
liver them who thro’ fear of death were all | have any more correspondence with him. 
their life time subject to boudage.” As! 


soon as | found that the devil was to be de- 


j 
stroyed, I began to feel happy, and cried 


glory to God, the Devil is to be destroyed ! | 
Glory to God, all that have been in bond- | 
age through fear of the Devil shall be de- 
livered ! Glory to God, for this goon | 
news! In short, sir, | am the happiest 
creature that ever lived, on finding that Je- | 
sus shall triumph. The Devil be destroy- | 
ed,and all souls delivered from his iron 
yoke of bondage. We need not inform the 
reader that the good clergyman passe on, 
-without making any further inquiries, not 
much pleased at the thoughts of the Devil | 
being destroyed. 


ee 


CONFESSION. 


An Irish lad whose tather was a Catho- 
lic, was persuaded to go to the priest and 
confess. He consented, but uppn the priest’s 
demanding a shilling before hand, he made 
a pause and a-ked, “do you confess ?” 
** Yes,” said the priest, “I confess to the 
Dean.” “ Does he charge you ?” asked the 
boy. “ Yes, a white thirteen,” replied 
the priest. . “And who does the Dean 
confess to?” The Bishop,”——and the 
Bishop ?” © He confesses to the Pope.” 
—‘* And do Deans and Bishops pay ?” 
“Yes, smarily too,” replied the priest. 
‘* Whom ther does the Pope confess to 2” 
asked the boy : “to God,” was the reply. 
* Then,” said the poor boy, * Ill confess 
to God and save my shilling. 





GRAVE,CORRESPONDENCE. 
Dr. Schmidt of the cathedral of Berlin, 

wrote to Frederick II. in the folléwing 

terms : 

** Sire,—I acquaint your Majesty, first, 
that there are wanting books of Psalms 
for the Royal Family. I acquaiut your 
“Majesty, second, that there wants wood to 


e] 





a ujesty, third, that the balustrade next the 


Peg z ° 
iver, beltind the church, is become ruin- 


4# SCHAUDT. 


. 
soa ‘ 
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Sachrist of the Cathedral. ‘best of causes. ~~ 


a et ey 


sent the following answer. 
* T acquaint you, Mr. Sachrist Schmidt, 
first, that those who want to sing may buy 
books. Third, 1 acquaint Mr. Sachrist 


balustrade next the river. And Tf acquaint 
Mr. Sachist Schmidt fourth, that [ will not 


FREDERICK. 





| 
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Origmal Anecdote. 1 

Two young gentlemen of W , i 
this state, were @¢ngaged, not long since, 
in controversy concerning the doctrine of 
endless punishment. In order to show 
that none would suffer the “ veugeance of 
eternal fire,” one of them quoted the fol- 
lowing text: “ For this is good and ac- 
ceptable in the sight of God our Saviour, 
who will have aLL MEN TO SBE SAVED, and 
to come to the knowledge of the truth.” 
The other replied, that the Bible contained 
no such passage: Thefirst calls for a Bible, 
finds the text, and begins to read ;. when to” 
his astonishment, an old lady of pious or- 
thodox principles, opens a door leading in- 
to another apartment, and, looking out, ex-. 
claims, “ If it does read 80, when yoru come 
to die I guess you won't find it so !’—The | & 
best mode of refuting the doctrine of Dak fm 
versal Restoration ! tl 


ari iceman Ce 


Religious Persecution.—A few days since | 8° 
brother F. and B. were conversing togeth: Jy, 
er on religious persecutions. Brother F.f ¢, 
observed that our periodical publications | ¢ 
were recently filled with a great many ac- 
counts of excommunications, which he tho’t 
was very ominous of the rapid decline of 
Christianity. Brother B. replied, that he 
tho’t not; he thought it was an improve: 
ment on-former ages, for, said’ be, they 
have now substituted excommunicaiton mm) 
the room of burning. C. Ra. 
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(g Another Conversion in the 
Ministry.. F 
Mr. Sotomon Artuor, of the Christialyy 
connexion, has recently renounced thé 
soul-chilling doctrine of annihilation pre 
alent in that sect: and now freely pr 
claims eternal life, as the gift of God & 
Jesus Christ, to the whole human faait 
May the Lerd strengtben bis hands in 
- Roch. Me 
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PLosPMrCTUS 
TO THH 
SECOND VOLUME 
ow 
The Gospel knpuircr. 
The encouragement which has been 
given to the Inquirer, the good which we 


the prospect of still being useful, induce us 
to offer to the public Proposals for a Sec- 
ond Votume of this paper. 

‘The principles which have beer support- 
ed in the present volume, furnish ample 
data to judge of the future. We shall con- 
tinue to devote our time and columns to 
the advaucement of that cause, which we 
have hitherto labored to support. The 
)cause in @hich we are engaged, is the cause 
of all men: itis one in which ail moral 
beings are deeply interested. We hope, 
therefore that we shall not want for suffi- 
“¢ieni patronage. 

We ask those who profess to believe in 
the doctrine of universal philanthropy and 
salvation, to extend to us that encourage- 
meut whichgwill insure the prosperity of 
this paper. Believers in the doctrine of 
ceaseless woe are expending millions to 
save men from the wrath of God, while 
you are only asked to pay ONE DOLLAR 
for a work which will convince you that 
God doves his offspring and has designed to 
save them from sin and delusion. Evince 
but half the interest in that doctrine which 
proclaims peace and salvation to all, that 
the votaries of an angry Deity have mani- 
fested in their efforts to reconcile their of- 
fended God, and the truth which makes 
men free, will soon reign triumphant and 
glorious. You are not asked to give hun- 
dreds, to support idleness, pamper luxury, 


| increase extravagance, or feed falsehood ; 
“& but you are simply requested to cast ina 
“mite, to enable others to present you with 


Sthat system which will refresh, enrich, and 
‘gladden your hearts. ° 

\ The first number will be seat to all those 
who are subscribers to the present volume, 


‘ 


* & > 
mh, 
Seer es * % , 


have reason to believe has resulted to the | 
cause of truth from this publication, and | 


less we are previously informed of their | 





| wish to discontinue, and all who do not 
wish to take the second volume, will please 
' to return it, directed to the Gospel Inquirer. 
| As we cannot conduct this work without 
the necessary means, we must demand of 
every person a strict compliance with our 
conditions. If our subscribers cannot pay 
| one dollar, how do they suppose we can 
pay hundreds! The money must be paid 
when the first number is received. It can- 
‘make but little difference to our subs 
scribers, whether the money is paid at the. 
begiunipg or end of the year. But it makes 
a great difference with us. ONE DOL- 
LAR sent to us immediately after the first - 
number shali have been received, will becon- 
sidered infallible evidence that the person 
to whom we send the paper, is a subscriber, 


CONDITIONS : 
1. It will be published once in two 
| weeks in its present form. 
2. it will be afforded to subscribers at 
one dollar, payable on the receipt of the 
First No. 
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(sELecreD. | 
SPRING. 


Look through creation and behold, 
The wonders of Almighty pow’r ; 
Eternal Wisdom’s works unfold, 
In ev’ry leaf—in ev’ry flow’r ; 
There is a God, all good, all wise, 
The very meanest insect cries. 





—_—-— 


Seasons revolving in their spheres, 
A thousand rural beauties bring, 
But loveliest of the group appears, 
The green dress’d beauty, charming 
Spring, 
The music of whose morning voice, 
Bids aii the sons of earth rejoice. 





Winter is death—when Nature mourns . 
To see her offspring lifelegs lie ; 
Summer and Autumn weep by turns, 
To see their children droup and die ; | 
But Spring revives their hopes again, 
And breathes new life thro’ ev’ry vein, 















How emblematic of that day, : 
The glorious resurrection morn, : j 
ee es , 






When deck’d in brighter robes than May,. 

In robes that angel hosts adorn, 
The soul redeem’d shall burst its 
And in immortal glory bloom. 4 ‘9 
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